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WEEVILS INJURIOUS TO BANANA

By

Diou Yu-wen (Y. 7. Djou)

Department of Biology

Bananas are growing everywhere in South China, especially in Kwangtung
and Kwangsi Provinces. Concerning the increasing of income for the villages
in this part of our country, the productions of banana fruits are considered to
have a certain significance., But the living banana trees are very {requently
injured by some species of weevils, comprising the banana weevil (Cosmopolites
sordidus) and the two-black-striped weevil (Odoiporus sp.).

On the account of causing damages to bananas, these two above mentioned
species of weevils are more serious than any others. Unfortunately, the study
of these two weevils has been quite neglected in our country and our know-
ledge of their morphology, biology and habitation is very meagre. In addition,
the adult of C. sordidus resembles very much to the male adult of Odoiporus
sp. type II in size and coloration. Therefore, some of the banana growers and
investigators usually have confounded these two species and misreported their
presences.

The present paper is attempting to distinguish them from their external
structures and habits, The chief differences of these are thus:

(1) In structures of aduit, the third segment of each tarsus of C. sordidus

is oot so dilated as that of Odciporus sp.

(2) In habits, the latter species attacks the bapnana plant in the portion
from above the ground to the terminal and pupates in cocoon made of matted
banana fibers whereas the C. sordidus attacks the bulb chiefly and sometimes

attacks the portion just above the ground also but its pupa is naked.
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