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The Object of Research and the Scientific
Nature of Economic Geography

Tsao Ting—fan

Abstract

Written after the conference of the Committee on Economic Geography
of the Chinese Geographical Soctety which took place in Decmber 1961,
in Shanghai, this article summarizes the basic proposals of .the conference
discussions concerning this problem and sets forth the author’s own views
as well,

1. Concerning the object of research of Economic Geography.
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(1) The problem of defining the object of research of Economic Geog-
raphy: the majority of the delegates basically agreed that the object of
research of Economic Geography should be confined to the“location™ (fQ
i) » “distribution” (7}45) or “set-up”(f5/5) ol production, of these three
terms, the author thinks that the “location of production” (& ™ Eg{Fi Ymore
aptly defines the object of research of Economic Geography,

(2) The problem of the basic contradiction in the object of research of
Economic Geography: four different points-of-view were presented at the
conference concerning this problem. The author reduces the four view-
points !mto two main pairs of contradictions, that is, to regard thal
between “requirements” and “conditions”as one, and that between“branches
of production” and “regions” as the other, The author thinks that both of
these two pairs can be regarded as basic contradictions in the object of
research of Economic Geography but not on the same level of impor-
tance., Furthermore, the author is of the opinion that the contradiction
between “branches of produotion” and ¢“regions” is external; while that
between “requirements” and “conditions” isinternal, This means that the
latter determines the former. The unveiling of these two pairs of cont-
radictions is of great significance both for the development of theory and
Practice in Economic Geography.

2. Concerning the scientific nature of Economic Geography,

(1) what exacily is the nature of Economic Geography as a branch of
social science? Some think it is a branch of Economics; others regard it
as a marginal science, The author thinks it is neither the one nor the
other, but a special sociai science, that is to say, it is a geographical
science within the field of social sciences,

(2) The problem concernig the three-fold nature ( or the three chara-
cteristics ) of Economic Geography: the conference took the stand that
Economic Geography has the three-fold nature of class, region, and
comprehensiveness as its three characteristics. of these three, the anthor
thinks that its class nature is the primary characteristic, which gives
Economic Geography its rightful place among the social sciences, its
regional and comprehensive nature are secondary characteristics, which
mark Economic Geography of as a geographical science.



