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On the Correlation of the Gane Farming and
Sngar Refining in Poyu, the County Near Canton

Zhong Yan—wei, Cheng Tien—hsiang, Chang Ke—tung

Abstract

Poyu, a county of China, in the southerh neighbourhood of Canton,
lies just within the tropics, with a heavy annual rainfall but few frosts,



E2H . HEREENEHTRBENS 247

- of which surface 80% not far above the sea level, Abundgnt w ith channels
of water, Innovation eqipped with many antomatic pumps recently has
made it devoid of droughts or innudations. But the parts along the Pearl
River proper are subject to the typhoon & the saline high tides’sometimes.
Sugar cane farming & gur as well as centrifugal sugar making have long
and well developed on the above physical setting, The coumnty is ‘densely
peopled, fulled with helping hands, and intensively farmed hence well
supplied with food grains. Waterway transport fine, ‘

Cane fields are not evenly distributed in the county, much more ou the.
higher & medium new farmlands reclaimed by poldering the Pearl Plain,
especially on the farmiands around the refineries. After the installation of
the many automatic pumps in these years, the cane fields have extended
onto the low-lying hew farmlands in the polders formerly incidental to
inundations, and also onto the hilly lands of drought., As a resul;”the
area & production of cane have increased immensely. Fat harvest of cane
alongside ‘with grains makes the local refineries incompetent.in number
& in size, esp,in the southern parts of the county. Longer haul of some
‘cane to the yonder mills ontside Poyu makes the cost higher.,’ Much more
cane have.to remain for handling, lengthening the extracting season, thus
upsetting & dislocating both the farm & mannfacturé timing as well as
their labour allocation, , '

After the investigation smggestions here made for a better correlation
of the cane farming & sugar making in the county are as follows, The
northern parts is still in need of further automatic pumps, Practice of
cane interplanting with groundnuts is preferable, In the southern parts
more cane should be put into rotation with the padi rice, with special
reference to further the acreage of the former. In order to minimize the
haul of cane, the refineryes supply of cane are better kept by the nea-
rest fields, All hauls are rationed by strict route. The “ratoon” cane &
quick maturing varieties are favoured and shonld be made increased in
percentage. enabling the refinees run earlier in the season. Building new
refineries and enlarging the old ones are also of importance in the sout-
hern parts, ) . b
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