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Canton in the Sung Dymasty
Hsu Chun-ming

The period of the Sung Dynasty(960— 1279)was an important stage
in the development of ancient Canton, Canton was then not only the
political, economic and cultural centre of Southern China,but also onc¢ of
the world’s biggest commercial ports,

During this period the city wall of Canton was extended and repaired
more than ten times;the“middle”,the“east”and the“west”city were enclosed
in 1045,1070 and 1071,respectively, The city consequently extended of

. several times its size in the Tang Dynasty, It was via Canton that spices,
medicines, jewelry, etc from Southeast Asia, India, West Asia and [ast
Africa flowed into the interior of China;and,it was also through Canton
that fine silk and porcelain,gold,silver and copper coins were exported to
foreign countries, Canton was also China’s biggest rice \market in the
Sung Dynasty: the grain of the Pearl River Valley poured into Canton to
be re-shipped to Fukien and Chekiang,

Three causes contributed to the rapid growth of Canton during the
Sung Dynasty, (1)Northern China was severely ravaged by war. whereas
Southern China was relatively peaceful, Many people fled from the north
to the south with the result that the economic cenire of the couutry
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shifted accodingly, This stimulated the development of the hinterland of
Cantn, (2) The construction of dikes to enclose the lowlands of tiie
Pearl River Delta, which began at this time, gave an impetus to the
development of agriculture around Canton’s outskirts, (3) China’s ship-
building became increasingly prosperous during this period, the compass
was applied to navigation,and both facilitated oceanic communication with
foreign lands.

Canton’s development was more rapid during the early part of the
Sung Dynasty, Toward the latter part of the Northern Sung,Chuanchow,
in Fukien,began to compete with Canton so that the centre of f{oreign
trade was shifted in the course of time to Chuanchow, Canton, however,
remained the biggest city in the Pearl River Valley,



