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The Effect of Overseas Traffic and Trade on
Guangzhou City Development in Ancient China

Xu Junming

Abstract

The development of Guangzhou (panyu), the “South Gate” of
China, was closely related to its overseas contact, which has re-
corded a history of more than two thousand years. The city became
a famous port in the world during Tang and Song dynasties. In
Tang dynasty many foreign merchants already lived in Guangzhou.
The city wall was enlarged many times in Song dynasty, during
which time the “West City” was set up to protect rich merchants,
both Chinese and foreign. But in Yuan dynasty the city wall remai-
ned unchanged, because the centre of china’s foreign trade then
‘had shifted to Quanzhou in Fujian province. In Ming dynasty Chi-
na’s feudal economy experienced a new progress. During late Ming
all Chinese ports were closed for a time to foreign trade except
‘Guangzhou, with the result that its city wall was enlarged once
more. Lastly, the gradual shift of down town section from the south
to the south west part of the city can be explained by the shift of

deepwater coastline more or less along the same direction.



