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Scanning Eletron Microscope Observations on the.
Structure of the Egg-Shell of Mosquito,
Culex tritaeniorhynchus Giles

Bao Weimin He Guofeng Cui Bingyu
Abstract

The structure of the cgg-shell of Culex iritaeniorhynchus Giles is studied by sca-
nning eletron microscopy. The egg-shell consists of three layers, the vitelline
membrane, the chorion shell and exochorion. The exochorion is structurally
slightly complex and on ils surface there are many vertical projections modified
in shapes and sizes. Al the anterior end of the eggshell exists the micropilar
area in which there is the micropyle with the radial grains around it. A
the posterior end therc is an irregular six-pointed star of about 14,410 x in
diameter, which has a hole with a plug near the ceatre of it. In the other parts
of the surface including the lateral arcas exist no special pattcrns of the proje-
cliogs,

The pattcrns made up of the projeciions on the surfaces of the egg-shells of

different genera or species of mosquitoes may be useful in taxonomy.



