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A Review on the Origin of the Cathaysian Flora

Chang Hung Ta™

Abstract During the Palaeozoic Era, on the ancient Chinese continent existed many
landmasses, such as Cathaysia, Kangdian, Youngzi, North—China, Songjiang, Tarim,
Tangula, Guangxi and North Vietnam etc. Iandmasses, which were divided by the sea
transgresion. On the north of these landmasses, there existed the Jungor — Dahingan
Geosyncline, and the west existed Changdu and South Tibet Geosynclines. Until Meso-
zoic Era the sea transgresion was ceased by the Yanshan and Indo —china mountain
movements, Cathaysia and the other landmasses were combined togather, and formed a
complete new Cathaysia ancient Land. From Devonian of Palaeozoic to early Mesozoic,
there were 11 orders of Pteridosperma found from the Cathaysian ancient land, among
them, the Gigantopteris and Glossopteris were fully developed at Permian Period, and
were supposed relative with Angiosperm. At Triassic Period of Mesozoic, there is the
dawn of Angiosperm, the fossil of Gigantopteris cordata Yabe et Oishi found from Fu-
jian and Sanmiquelia lowisii Schen from Texas and Colorado are directly related to the
Angiosperm. And at Jurassic, the modern angiosperm such as Trochodendron, Tetra-
centron, Magnolia and genera of Amentiflorac are readily presented. And at the early

Cretaceous, all the classes and orders of Angiosperm are dispersed on the whole world.

Keywords Cocthaysian flora, paleozoic pre—angiosperm, mesozoic angiosperm

* Department of Biology, Zhongshan University , Guangzhou 510275



