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Studies on Ultra—Dry Storage of Benincasa hispida Seeds
Zeng Xiangyuex Chen Runzheng Zhang Shijun Fu Jiarui

Abstract  This paper deals with the effects of ultra= dry (UD) storage on seed vigor and
storability of Benincasa hispida seeds. The results showed that UD storage did not only
influence seed vigor, but also improved seed storability. Activities of POD, CAT and SOD
of UD seeds remained high after one year storage, while those of CK decreased significant—
ly. Conductivity and ageing tests indicated that the membrane system of UD seeds had
good integrity. humidification tests indicated that UD seeds had imbibition injury, and the
injury could be avoided by PEG treatment or humidification.
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