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A Preliminary Study on the Origin of Small Nucleolar RNAs

ZHANG Shanghong QU Lianghu

Abstract: The secondary structure and partial sequences of some box C/D and box H/ACA snoRNAs

aswell as several spliceosomal snRNAs were analyzed and compared, so as to reveal the evolutionary

relationship between snoRNAs and spliceosomal snRNAs. For the origin of snoRNAs, it is discussed

whether they first originated fiom introns or they inserted into introns after their origin. With the study

on the origin of spliceosomal snRNAs, it is proposed that the two kinds of snoRNAs first originated re-

spectively from different sections of primitive goup II introns.
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