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Fig 3 Time latitude cross section of the 15 year mean 850 hPa geopotential height
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A Study on the Onset of the Asian Summer Monsoon During 1982 ~ 1996

I . Basic features of the Asian Summer Monsoon circulation and its onset index
HE Hai-yan X, WEN Zhi-ping, JIAN Mao-giu, SUI Chung-hsiung

Abstract: NCEP reanalysis dataset of 1982 ~1996 is used to analyze the basic features of the Asian
Summer monsoon circulation. A monsoon onset index is defined based on the basic features revealed in
this paper and the 15 year mean onset times of the East Asian monsoon and the Indian monsoon are de-
termined using the onset index. The results show that the East Asian summer monsoon breaks out in
the 28" pentad (16 ~20" of May) and ends in the 56" pentad (5~ 10" of October). The Indian sum-
mer monsoon starts in the 32nd pentad (5 ~ 10" of June) and ends in the 49" pentad (1 ~ 5" of
September) .
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