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The Records of TOC, N and C N Ratios in Mud Sediments
of the Henglan Formation (Middle Holocene) in the Pearl River Delta Area

LIU Chun-lian, YANGJian-lin, BAI Yan, YANG Xiao-qiang, XIE Ye-aii
(Department of Earth Sciences, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Total organic carbon, total nitrogen content and C N ratios in mud sediments of the Henglan Fomation in core
ZKS in the Pearl River Delta area are investigated to determine environmental changes. Two stages can be recognized.
The first stage (15.8~9.0 m) is characterized by regular variation in TOC, lower N and higher C IN ratios. This indi-
cates that the owzanic matter is of terrestrial origin. The second stage (9.0~1.4 m) is marked by higher TOC and N,
and lower C N values. The principal source of organic matter is autochthonous productivity .
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