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Reflections on the Governance and Planning Issues
in the Guangzhou and Foshan Area

HU Yan
(Faaulty of Geography and Planning, Sun Yatsen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: The Guangzhou foshan area is a metropolitan area located in the central Pearl River Delta (PRD) region.
This area plays a key wle in economic development in the PRD region. Since the open and reform policy in China,
metamorphosis in spatial structure in this area has greatly challenged the spatial planning and regional management.
Changing administrative division, which follows a topdown approach, has frequently become the solution. This paper
introduces the major changes in spatial planning and administrative division in this area since 1980s, and rethinks the
traditional way of regional management in China. The paper points out that it has long term benefit to construct “ regional
governance” mechanism to better plan regional development and enhance regional competitiveness, characterized by a
balanced and mutually resirained network of principal regional stakeholders. Reasonable relationship between local
governments at various levels is the key of the network.

Key words: governance; spatial planning; regional management; the Guangzhou Foshan area; the Pearl River Delta
region



