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The evolution and mechanism of Xiaogongyuan
historic district in Shantou city

HUANG Xiayuan, LI Lixun
(School of Geography and Planning, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract; The historic district is the memory of a city, which makes a great influence on city develop-
ment. Having a good understanding of the historic district is conductive to the protection, inheritance and
development of a city in culture. In this paper, temporal-spatial evolution research method in geography
was applied to study the evolution of Xiaogongyuan district, the origin of Shantou city, focusing on figu-
ring out its development stages and influence factors. The results are as follows: (1) the development of
Xiaogongyuan district can be clearly divided into three periods of the rising, prosperity and decline peri-
ods. () The characteristic of periods was the result of the interaction of geographical, economic, adminis-
trative and social factors, which once played an unequal role in intensity and efficiency in each period
owing to spatial expansion and functional change of Shantou city. (3) As the original place of Shantou, Xi-
aogongyuan district has been considered as an iconic place associating with Shantou identity. In the fu-
ture, more attention should be paid on promoting its protection and reconstruction, rebuilding its charac-
teristic and function, and hence renewing its vitality in the development of Shantou city.
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Fig. 1 The location of Xiaogongyuan District
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Fig. 8 The land-use evolution in the central urban area of Shantou after reform and opening
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